
 Moreover, speaking of the tribulation in which 
millions were martyred, Jesus said: “Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened. . . .” Matt. 24:29.  The dark day came in 
1780 A. D.  And while the Turkish empire kept on 
shrinking, the British kept on expanding.  Here is 
seen that prophecy perfectly corroborates history.
Now learn—

“How to Turn Wasted Time Into Good Use”

 You are aware of the fact that we are given a great 
work and that the time in which to do it is very short; 
that we should therefore, learn how to turn wasted 
time into good use.  Someone has said that on the 
average, more than half of mens’ life and energy are 
wasted on useless talking and in policing others.  One 
of our greatest needs therefore, is that we learn to 
control our tongues and to keep our noses out of other 
people’s business in order to conserve time and 
energy, peace and integrity.

 It is well to remember too, that our tongues are 
given to us for the purpose of speaking God’s Truth 
and His praise, and our energies to proclaim His 
Truth and to bless His people.  Let us be talking of 
and working for these heaven born principles.  If you 
accidently happen to see or to hear that someone is 
doing something that according to your best judgment 
is not proper for a Christian to do, and if you think 
you can help him, then do not make of yourself a tale-
bearer by telling it to anyone but rather plead with the 
guilty one.

 Do not make yourself a criterion for any either, 
and do not force your ideas on anyone but on your-
selves.  It is no one’s duty to police another.  Under-

the disciples.  Plainly, then, the celebration of the 
ordinance brought blessing to the eleven, but damna-
tion to the one.

 There have been a number of reform movements 
among us before and in our time.  Of course, they all 
ordained the Lord’s Supper in their midst.  But it did 
not profit them.  It did not make them or their work 
lasting and eternal.  As a matter of fact, they went out 
of existence even faster than they came in.  Now let 
us read from—

1 Cor. 11:17, 18—“Now in this that I declare unto you I 
praise you not, that ye come together not for the bet-
ter, but for the worse.  For first of all, when ye come 
together in the church, I hear that there be divisions 
among you; and I partly believe it.”

 The Corinthians were having controversies, caus-
ing divisions among themselves, and so their getting 
together in church was “not for the better,” but for 
the worse.

 If we meet together only for the “worse,” is it not 
far better to stay at home?

Verses 27-30—“Wherefore whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  But let a 
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup.  For he that eateth and drinketh 
unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord’s body.  For this cause many 
are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.”

 The Lord’s bread and cup are to be taken by a 
people only after they have examined themselves, and
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QUESTION AND ANSWER DISCUSSION
(Part I)

TEXT OF ADDRESS BY V. T. HOUTEFF,
MINISTER OF DAVIDIAN 7TH-DAY ADVENTISTS

SABBATH, AUGUST 17, 1946
MT. CARMEL CHAPEL

WACO, TEXAS

 Several of you have come to me lately with some 
questions apparently very important to you.  For this 
reason we shall devote the study hour this afternoon 
to answering them.

 I shall now read the question: “Are we, Brother 
Houteff, less worthy to ordain among us

The Lord’s Supper?”

 Let us see.  Just before instituting the ordinance 
of humility, Jesus said to His disciples, “Ye are 
clean, but not all.”  One was not.  In spite of the fact 
that Judas was unworthy, the ordinance could not 
longer have been put off.  Albeit as soon as he had 
partaken of the sacrament, he arose, went out, 
and did his devilish work.  Afterward his eyes were 
opened to the crime he had committed, and he hanged 
himself.  The other disciples, though, were as ready, 
or as worthy for the sacred service as they could 
have been up to that time.

 The Lord’s Supper was ordained in remembrance 
of the Lord’s sacrifice, not to cleanse the partakers 
of it from their sins but to cleanse them from sin-
ners, as is seen from the Passover in Egypt and from 
the fact that thereafter Judas no longer walked with

stand that no one is in debt to bring his life to any-
one’s standards and maximums.  Hear what Inspira-
tion says: “Who are thou that judgest another man’s 
servant?  to his own master he standeth or falleth.  
Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make 
him stand” (Rom. 14:4) but since you are not able 
to, then why try!

 Do not make enemies by your tongues.  Make 
friends.  And do not have your feelings on your finger 
tips.  If you do, you yourself will feel the loss of 
friends, of social joy, and of the opportunity and 
privilege to win souls to Christ.  Do not end the day 
with no credit to be recorded on your page of Heaven’s 
ledger.  Do not misinterpret other peoples’ motives 
either.  Try to see and interpret everything in the 
right way, give everyone a chance.  See the good in 
everyone and close your eyes to all evil.

 Let your conversation be on the subject of promot-
ing God’s Truth for the day.  It will keep you busy 
talking of something profitable and commendable.  
Think and study, and when you talk religion, by all 
means do not become a bore.  Go on with your talk 
only as far as your listeners follow you—“Give not that 
which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your 
pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend you.” Matt. 7:6.

 Tongues are hard to control, and ears always 
anxious to hear.  It will therefore be better if you do 
less visiting.  Much visiting is only a waste of time 
and a temptation to discuss the motes in the eyes of 
others and to overlook the beam that is in your own 
eye.

 Whenever you are by yourself you can get some-

thing done.  You can then either work or study.  But 
when you get together with others, the chances are 
that you get nothing done but harm to yourself and to 
others.  Now is the time to study and to learn the 
Truth for this time, to find out how to give a study 
and how to answer questions in a simple way, without 
having to go into a lot of history or biography.  And 
if you are determined to walk with God daily and to 
study His will concerning your own duties, not the 
duties of others, you will find plenty to keep you busy 
and out of mischief.

 Remember, too, that you are candidates for the 
first fruits, to be either one with, or one of the 
144,000, that you are to be without guile in your 
mouths (Rev. 14:5).

 Measure your words by the golden rule.  If you 
will do to others what you would have them to do to 
you, you will have less trouble, greater joy in life, 
many friends all around you, and fair sheaves for the 
Heavenly Garner.

OPENING PRAYER THOUGHT

   This afternoon our prayer thought is found on 
pages 149, 150 of The Mount of Blessing.  We shall 
read the first four paragraphs.  These are based on 
the scripture, “Be not therefore anxious for the mor-
row . . . sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

   M. B., pp. 149, 150—“If you have given yourself to 
God, to do His work, you have no need to be anxious 
for tomorrow. . . .  When we take into our hands the 
management of things with which we have to do, and 
depend upon our own wisdom for success, we are 
taking a burden which God has not given us. . . . We 
may well have anxiety, and anticipate danger and 
loss; for it is certain to befall us.  But when we really 
believe that God loves us, and means to do us good, 
we shall cease to worry about the future.  We shall 
trust God as a child trusts a loving parent.  Then our 
troubles and torments will disappear; for our will 
is swallowed up in the will of God.

   “Christ has given us no promise of help in bearing 
to-day the burdens of to-morrow. . . . One day alone is 
ours, and during this day we are to live for God.  For 
this one day we are to place in the hand of Christ, in 
solemn service, all our purposes and plans, casting 
all our care upon Him, for He careth for us.  ‘I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an ex-
pected end.’  ‘. . . in quietness and in confidence shall 
be your strength.’ ”

   Let us pray for an abiding realization that God has 
promised help in bearing our burdens, not of tomor-
row, but of today; pray that we each day place in His 
hands all our purposes and plans, all our cares and 
anxieties.  Then only can we rest in the assurance 
that in “quietness and in confidence” shall be our 
strength.
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Identify The King of the North 
and The King of The South

 The question is: “Who are the king of the north 
and the king of the south in our day?”—As it is our 
duty to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts, and to be 
ready to give the right answer at the right time to 
every man that asks for a reason of the hope that is 
in us, let us read—

Dan. 11:40-43—“And at the time of the end shall the 
king of the south push at him: and the king of the north 
shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chari-
ots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he 
shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and 
pass over.  He shall enter also into the glorious land, 
and many countries shall be overthrown: but these 
shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and 
the chief of the children of Ammon.  He shall stretch 
forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of 
Egypt shall not escape.  But he shall have power over 
the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the 
precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the 
Ethiopians shall be at his steps.”

 The dispute brought to view in this verse, oc-
curring between the kings, is not before the time of 
end, or in the time of the end, but “at the time of 
the end.”  The king of the south you note, is the one 
to push at the king of the north, and the king of the 
north is the one to win the war, and to take from the 
king of the south the glorious land (Palestine) and 
Egypt besides the countries that are not mentioned 
by name.  These points as we shall now see are suf-
ficient to perfectly identify both kings, the war, and 
the time it is fought.  As the war is to begin at the 
time of the end, and as the king of the south is the

 Here follows the objectification of the horses and 
horsemen which the General Conference puts out to the 
public.

have seen to it that they are not causing trouble; that 
their meeting together is for the better, not for the 
“worse.”  Now, if we have reached that standard of 
righteousness, then we should by all means ordain 
the Lord’s Supper among us.  But if we have not come 
to that point as yet, then our instituting the ordi-
nance of humility among ourselves would only be to our 
own damnation, not to our salvation.

 Our chief duty right now is not to urge the observ-
ance of the Lord’s Supper, but rather first to come 
up to the standard of perfection which the message of 
today, along with the message of yesterday urges.  
The Lord never calls for “revival and reformation” 
when the church is enjoying good spiritual life.  The 
Lord’s Supper, therefore, is never to be ordained at 
the beginning of such a revival and reformation, but 
at its completion.  Jesus did not institute the ordi-
nance at the beginning of His ministry, but did so at 
its close.

 And if we would avoid causing divisions among 
ourselves, we should never discuss the sins of others, 
nor pass judgment on them.  If we cannot right the 
matter privately with the ones at fault, then we had 
better either discuss it with no one or else follow the 
instruction given in

Matt. 18:16, 17—“But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be established.  And 
if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: 
but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican.”

 We cannot lead the Lord.  He is to lead us.  We of 
ourselves never know what is right and what is wrong

shall help him,” implies that someone has been help-
ing him, and the world knows that it has been the 
United States of America.  We therefore, find our-
selves living in between verses 44, and 45 of Daniel 
eleven.

—————0—————

   Our next question is,

“When Does the Time of The End Begin?”

 Let us read—

Dan. 11:35—“And some of them of understanding shall 
fall, to try them, and to purge them, and to make 
them white, even to the time of the end: because it is 
yet for a time appointed.”

 Here you note that God’s people were to fall, be 
persecuted, martyred and tried even to the time of 
the end.  They were to go through that ordeal in order 
to be purged, tried, and made white.  Bear in mind 
that the purging was to continue up “to the time 
of the end,” and that the king of the south was to 
push against the king of the north “at the time of the 
end.”  Now mark that the preposition “to” terminates 
at the preposition “at,” that where the purging ends, 
the king’s pushing begins.  These points were brought 
to light at the beginning of this study.

 So far as I am able to find, history teaches that 
the martyrdom ceased in 1700 A. D. and that the 
Turkish empire began to shrink in 1699.  (See Map 
No. 10 of Tract 12, The World Yesterday, Today, 
Tomorrow.)  The time of the end, therefore, began 
at the closing of the seventeenth century, the time 
martyrdom ceased, and the time the Turkish empire 
began to disintegrate.
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 Now compare Inspiration’s own description of the 
horses and horsemen with the Denomination’s illus-
tration of them as given in “Thoughts on Daniel and 
The Revelation,” p. 510.  Why can not the Denomina-
tion in their exposition of the Trumpets use Inspira-
tion’s own description of the horses and horsemen?  
Why did they have to devise one of their own?—The 
only answer that can be given is that the Spirit’s Own 
description does not fit their uninspired interpreta-
tions.  One’s inability to interpret correctly, without 
Heaven’s gift of interpretation, however, is expected 
and is excusable.  But to say that the vision was shown 
to the Revelator at so great a distance, that he was 
unable accurately to see the kinds of heads and tails 
the horses had and where the fire, smoke, and brim-
stone came from, in order to tailor the vision to ac-
cord with their interpretation of it, is not only defi-
ance against Christ’s warning concerning adding to 
and subtracting from the Scriptures (Rev. 22:18, 19), 
but it is also outright blasphemy.



least, and so let us carefully and impartially look in-
to the subject.

 I would tell them that we teach the Trumpets just 
as John saw them in vision.  For example, The Revela-
tion says, “And the number of the army of the horse-
men were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard 
the number of them.  And thus I saw the horses in the 
vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates 
of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads 
of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of 
their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone.  
By these three was the third part of men killed, by the 
fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which 
issued out of their mouths.  For their power is in their 
mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto 
serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.” 
Rev. 9:16-19.

 This is the descriptive picture which the Revela-
tor gives us of the 200,000,000, horses and horsemen.  
The following objectification is as close to John’s 
description of the horses and horsemen as we can 
make it, and our interpretation of them is according-
ly.  See Tract No. 5, “Final Warning.”

loser of the war, the countries that are conquered 
must therefore be ruled by the king of the north dur-
ing the time of the end.  (For detailed study of Daniel 
eleven, read Tract No. 12, The World Yesterday, To-
day,  Tomorrow, pp. 57-91.

 Since those who asked the questions agree with us 
that we are now living in the “time of the end,” we 
need not say more concerning that phase of the sub-
ject, but we do need to have them tell us which power 
at this particular time, in the time of the end, has 
added “the glorious land” (Palestine), Egypt, and 
other countries to his empire.  The answer that any-
one can give is that Great Britain took these from 
Turkey and has virtually ruled them ever since. 
Plainly then, during the time of the end Great Britain 
is the king of the north and Turkey is the king of the 
south.  Rightfully so, too, for Mohammedanism or-
iginally arose from the south of the Mediterranean 
and inundated the lands of the north and ruled them 
to the time of the end.  Then the tables turned and 
the Turkish empire began to shrink while the British 
began to expand.

 Since there is no way of any one dodging the truth 
of the subject, there is no need of further discussion 
of it.  For detailed study on Daniel eleven read the 
last part of Tract No. 12. Yesterday, Today, Tomor-
row.

 Do not expect too much of the Laodiceans, though, 
for you know that it is just as hard for them to ac-
cept Truth as it was for most of us when we were in 
their place.  Why?—Because for most human beings 
it is hard to say, “we are wrong.”  Only a few can 
shun pride of opinion and admit their errors.  It is 
for this very reason that newly revealed Truth is 
never popular.  When the Truth for today came to us, 
we believed It not because others did, but because we

ourselves clearly saw it.  Let us thus continue, but 
let us be patient, tolerant, and charitable with all.

—————0—————

 Our next question to give answer to—

“Is World War II In Daniel’s Prophecy?”

Dan. 11:44, 45—“But tidings out of the east and out of 
the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go 
forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make 
away many.  And he shall plant the tabernacles of his 
palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; 
yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help 
him.”

 In this particular war the king of the north goes to 
destroy many because unpleasant news from out of the 
east and from out of the north, reach his ears.  The 
king of the south is therefore not involved in it.

 Since Hitler and Russia (the powers of the north) 
started War No. II in Poland, then Japan (the power 
of the east) joined it, and since Turkey, the king of 
the south kept out of it, it is very obvious that the 
war of verse 44 is World War II into which the tid-
ings here mentioned dragged England (the king of the 
north).  World War II therefore is positively the war 
predicted in verses 44, 45, the last war of Daniel 
eleven.  Moreover, the fact that only verse 44 so far 
has been fulfilled, that the king is yet to come to his 
end, is proof positive that World War II is yet to be 
finished, that there is to be no peace now, and no 
mutual agreement between the nations although the 
war is supposed to have ceased since Hitler’s disap-
pearance.

 The statement, “He shall come to his end and none

unless we are told.  Easy enough, if we do whatever 
we are told to do, no more and no less, we shall be 
accounted worthy.  So far, our God-sent message has 
not brought to our attention the ordination of the 
Lord’s Supper, but it is pleading with us to depart 
from the abominations, to cast aside all our idols, 
to put away all our private ideas and opinions, to 
wholeheartedly return to the Lord.

 The message, moreover, teaches that we should 
remain in the mother church and work strictly for 
her salvation.  The conclusion then is that as long as 
we stay with her, there seems to be no need for or-
daining the Lord’s Supper privately among ourselves, 
perhaps not before the hour comes for the penitent to 
be separated from the impenitent, as taught by the 
types-by the Passover in Egypt, and by the Passover 
on the night when Judas was to go out, never again to 
walk with the twelve.

 Furthermore, no one seems to know when and how 
to observe the sacrament.  Some observe it every 
Sunday or every Sabbath, some occasionally, some 
every quarter and so on.  It seems logical to say that 
when God commands us to ordain it anew He will tell 
us also how and when to observe it properly.

—————0—————

 Several have said to me, “Brother Houteff, when 
we meet those who oppose us, we do not know how to 
answer their questions.  We become confused.  We 
do not know whether we are right or whether we are 
wrong.  They mainly confuse us on the ‘Rod’s’ in-
terpretation of the

Trumpets And The Seals.”

 Those of you who are having to answer controverted 
questions, just say to your opponents: One of us is 
wrong for sure.  We cannot both be right, to say the
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in more than one way.

—————0—————
Question 4: “Does not Nahum’s prophecy teach 
that Assyria is to fall completely?”

 Yes, that is just what we understand it to teach.  
Very evidently, then, Nahum’s prophecy forewarns 
that World War II is not as yet completed.  The world 
itself knows that it is not, and that the Allies, save 
Russia, won nothing, that they would have been better 
off to have given to Hitler part of Poland than to fight 
the war and then to lose out to Russia not only a part 
but whole of Poland and with it whole Eastern Europe.  
Moreover, Russia has now become their greater 
enemy than was Hitler.  They did away with Hitler, 
but the hot war never completely ceased, and the 
cold war was soon added to it.  Everyone knows that 
the war is not settled, and that peace has not come,
that the war may break out red hot any day.

—————0—————
Question 5: “What do your tracts teach concerning 
the war?”—The tracts do not say as much.  They do 
not say definitely who “he that dasheth in pieces” is, 
nor do they say for certain that World War II is Na-
hum’s war.  And while Tract No. 14, War News Fore-
cast, does say that the army of him who dasheth in 
pieces, “too nevertheless shall fall,” it does not say 
for sure whose army will fall first.  (See Tract No. 
14, p. 12,—comments on Nahum 2:5.)

 Tract No. 12, Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow, pub-
lished two years before Tract No. 14, does, however, 
say:

 “It now being apparent that ‘the tabernacles of his 
palace’ are supposed to represent holiness, and that 
the woman’s riding the beast denotes her settling the

answer.

   The theory, then, that the woman takes her begin-
ning at the Pentecost, is about as logical as it is to 
say that the chicken is hatched before the egg is laid.

—————0—————

   “Is the slaughter of Ezekiel 9 to take place in the 
world or in the church?  Is it the seven last plagues, 
or is it

The Purification of the Church?”

Ezek. 9:1, 4, 9—“He cried also in mine ears with a loud 
voice, saying, Cause them that have charge over the 
city to draw near, even every man with his destroying 
weapon in his hand.  And the Lord said unto him, Go 
through the midst of the city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof.  Then said He unto 
me, The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is 
exceeding great, and the land is full of blood, and the 
city full of perverseness: for they say, The Lord hath 
forsaken the earth, and the Lord seeth not.”

   The angels have charge of the “city,” Jerusalem, 
not of the world, and not of Babylon.  Even an alto-
gether uninformed Christian knows that the terms 
Jerusalem, Judah, and Israel, mean the church, nev-
er even as much as imply the “world.”  They have 
always meant the church and always will mean the 
church, for that is what they are.

   The slaughter of Ezekiel 9 is positively not the 
same as the seven last plagues (Rev. 16), because the 
plagues fall on Babylon, but the slaughter, on Judah 
and Jerusalem.  Moreover, the angels of Ezekiel 9

 Do you now see what the men whom they call great, 
“men of experience,” are doing?  These unscrupu-
lous deeds condemn their boast that saintly men are 
running the Denomination; and their boastingly speak-
ing of the millions of dollars the Denomination annu-
ally gathers from the poor is anything but saintly if it 
has to be spent for such kind of work.  They need to re-
pent and correct the errors which they are passing as 
Truth before they can conscientiously accuse others.

 If John could not see exactly what the horses looked 
like, then how could he see that all the fish in the sea 
died (Rev. 8:9)?  And with such a self-exalting prece-
dent for studying the Scriptures as the kind the Gen-
eral Conference has set up, how can anyone be sure 
that any of the prophets saw anything right?  Do you not 
realize that such foolish and twisted interpretations 
of the Scriptures are Satanic attempts to undermine 
men’s confidence in the prophets and of Christ’s abil-
ity to correctly reveal and portray Truth to His ser-
vants?  Consider how damaging the charge against 
Inspiration, how soul-destroying, and blasphemous 
against the Holy Ghost Who leads into all Truth!  and 
how repulsive it must be to Christ, especially for 
coming from those who pretend to serve Him!  This 
alone ought to be sufficient to show that the angel 
(ministry) of the Laodiceans is blind and naked and in 
need of everything.  For the sake of your life and for 
the lives of others, do not support such doctrines of 
devils.  They are anything but Truth, anything but 
signs of the Spirit of Prophecy at work.  Ask your-
selves when Turkey or any other nation ever had 
200,000,000 cavalrymen!  And if you still wonder 
why God permitted the errors to creep into the church, 
the answer is: So that by their fostering and propa-
gating them He may at a time such as this expose the 
workers of iniquity and prove to the laity that His

though we ourselves were not clear in some of them.  
This we did only because the doctrines which were 
taught in the church by our own Ministering brethren 
we, too, presumably believed were correct.  And so 
we, as blindly as they believed one hundred per cent 
of whatever was taught in the church, not considering 
that much of it came through uninspired men.  In-
spired or uninspired did not make any difference to 
us then, as it makes no difference to them now.  We, 
too, were in a terrible sad deception and right along 
with them knew not or believed not, that we were 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked, although 
the Lord Himself said so!  Rev. 3:14-18.  We continued 
in that state of mind until the scroll unrolled.  Then 
our eyes were opened: the doctrines and interpreta-
tions which did not come through Inspiration we then 
clearly saw that they were only “devisings of men.”  
Neither did we see beforehand that the Sabbath and the 
church were turned into institutions for raising goals 
and for merchandising—means for dishonoring God 
and for robbing the poor to feed and clothe those who 
are keeping the whole church in the terrible Laodicean 
sad deception.

 So looking at it from this angle, we were not much 
better than the best of the Laodiceans.  What makes 
the difference between us and them is that the light 
has illuminated our path, but it has not as yet reached 
them.  The credit, then, for what advancement we 
may have made in this revival and reformation effort 
is not ours, but God’s.

 The first question to be answered this afternoon 
takes us to the eleventh chapter of Daniel, there to
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resurrection of Christ, which, as you know, was a-
bout seventy years before John the Revelator had the 
vision of the seals.  Let us now hear what the Voice
of the Revelation Itself says:

Rev. 4:1—“After this I looked, and, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard 
was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which 
said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things 
which must be hereafter.”

 The Voice spoke emphatically that the things which 
John was about to be shown had not taken place, and 
were not then taking place, but that they were to take 
place later in the stream of time.  Since they were to 
take place after John had the vision (after 96 A. D., not 
in the first century of the Christian era), then is it not 
blasphemy to teach contrary to what the Voice said—to 
say that the seals began over three decades before 
shown to John?  No, the seals cannot, therefore, begin 
with the Christian church.  To find out the Truth of 
them, read Tract No. 15, “To the Seven Churches.”

—————0-—————

“What about Revelation Twelve?”

 “Does the woman clothed with the sun symbolize the 
church from the Pentecost on, clothed with the Gospel 
(sun) of Christ?”

 When the dragon attacked the woman, she was al-
ready clothed with the sun, and her child, the Lord, 
was not yet born.  This being so, how can her sun 
clothing be symbolical of her being clothed with the 
gospel of Christ and how could she have been a repre-
sentation of the Christian church, seeing that neither 
the gospel nor the church were then in existence.  
And how can she be Christ’s mother before the Chris-
tian church herself is born?  She cannot is the overall

world’s social, economic, political, and religious 
problems, the truth is clear that the present Chris-
tian governments are to be reorganized, and ruled by 
an ecclesiastical head—not by Hitler.”

 The tracts do not tell everything, but what they 
tell, they tell it straight.

QUESTION AND ANSWER DISCUSSION
(Part II)

Who Are The Laodiceans?
Who Are The King of The North and

The King of The South?
Is World War II in Daniel Eleven?

Conserve Time and Energy.

TEXT OF ADDRESS BY V. T. HOUTEFF,
MINISTER OF DAVIDIAN 7TH-DAY ADVENTISTS

SABBATH, AUGUST 31, 1946
MT. CARMEL CHAPEL

WACO, TEXAS

 This afternoon I am to answer questions that have 
come to me from brethren in the mother church.  But 
as you listen to the answers I want you to consider 
that we, too, were once in their place; that we also 
were typical Laodiceans; and that what they are doing 
now, we likewise were doing then.  We, too, were 
perhaps questioning everything in which we had no 
part; acting and speaking in the same way as they.  
What a terrible and unbecoming thing for a Christian 
to not believe even the Lord’s Own sayings to the Lao-
diceans, yet we, too, thought we had need of nothing, 
but that all others had need of us.

 You know that we were not so open-minded then as 
we are now. And when our doctrines were questioned 
we, too, like our brethren, did not honestly and un-
biasedly give a fair hearing to the views of others.

 When we were in their place we, too, in our luke-
warmness zealously defended every doctrine, even

church is now as badly overrun by the Devil as was 
the Jewish church at Christ’s time, thus to awaken 
the honest ones and to set them free from their La-
odicean self-deception, and thus from the overflowing 
scourge (Isa. 28:13-15).

 Do you not now see the reason for the name “Blas-
phemy” over all seven heads of the leopard-like beast 
(Rev. 13)?  And that if one head symbolizes a re-
ligious system, then they all must do the same, for 
they are all alike save for the wound on one of them, 
and all are on the beast (world) at the same time, not 
one after another.

 As for their charge that the “Rod” teaches that the 
church is Babylon, we challenge them to produce the 
statement.  And if they do not know what Babylon is, 
then they better read “The Shepherd’s Rod.”

 True, the church is God’s church, but those who 
have taken charge of it are no better than the San-
hedrin in Christ’s day.  It is because God has supreme 
regard for His church that He has thus with His Truth 
invaded it, and is thus to reclaim His people by cutting 
down those who are unlawfully enslaving them, teach-
ing them doctrines of devils as shown in this study; 
and keeping them from coming in contact with Heav-
en’s Truth for this time of crisis.  Do you see why the 
General Conference is now no more the Voice of God 
to the people (General Conference Bulletin, 34th 
session, Vol. 4, Extra No. 1, April 3, 1901, p. 25, 
Cols. 1, 2) than was the Sanhedrin’s to the Jews in 
Christ’s time?  I hope you will no longer deceive 
yourselves that “The Shepherd’s Rod” is tearing down 
anything that God has built up.  Now

The Seven Seals

 The Laodiceans teach that the seals begin with the

19.10. Vol. 1, No. 3 Vol. 1, No. 4
11. 18.Vol. 1, No. 4Vol. 1, No. 3



Nah. 1:15—”Behold upon the mountains the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace!  O 
Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for 
the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is ut-
terly cut off.”

 Here we are told that at the time the war is fought 
someone is to be publishing inspired revelations of 
newly revealed Truth, the Truth of the Judgment of 
the Living, the which is to forever separate the wheat 
from the tares (Matt. 13:30), the good fish from the 
bad (Matt. 13:47, 48), the sheep from the goats (Matt. 
25:32), and the wise virgins from the foolish ones 
(Matt. 25:1-12).  These shall “no more pass through” 
the church, declares the scripture, they are “utterly 
cut off.” Thus urging Judah, the church, to keep 
this antitypical atonement feast and to perform her 
vows to God so as to be found worthy of escaping the 
judgments of God.  Hence God’s plea to His church 
is now ringing throughout the land, saying, “Awake, 
awake: put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beau-
tiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for 
henceforth there shall no more come into thee the un-
circumcised and unclean.” (Isa. 52:1)

 With these positive signs of the times Inspiration 
lets each individual decide for himself whether to put 
confidence in the voice which Inspiration Itself recom-
mends, or in a voice which uninspired human beings 
recommend.  Henceforth there is to be no confusion 
among God’s true people.  His “. . . watchmen shall lift 
up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: 
for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion.” (Isa. 52:8.)

—————0—————

Question 2: “Who does Nahum say will win the 
war—‘he that dasheth in pieces’ or ‘Assyria’?”

 Although Nahum’s prophecy places the greater

 Now, since it is a known fact that Great Britain 
and France were not prepared to fight Hitler when he 
opened up his guns against them, and as everyone of 
the Allies began to prepare themselves mightily after 
Hitler started to dash in pieces, the truth stands out 
as clear as crystal that “he who dasheth in pieces” 
is none other than Hitler, the one that was ready at 
the commencement of the war, the one who broke in 
several pieces Germany itself, the British empire 
and many other countries.  The Allies, therefore, 
must be the antitypical Assyria.  This is clue number 
one.

 For clue number two we shall read about the means 
of travel and transportation in the day that the war 
preparations are made and the war itself fought.

Verses 3, 4—“ . . . the chariots shall be with flaming 
torches in the day of his preparation, . . . The chariots 
shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against 
another in the broad ways: they shall seem like tor-
ches, they shall run like the lightnings.”

 These verses portray the means of travel and trans-
portation in the day the war preparations are made 
and the war fought.  Since World War II is the only 
war in history for which the preparations described 
by Nahum were made and used while the “chariots” 
(vehicular traffic) move with unprecedented speed, 
“lightning-like” speed, while motor traffic in air and 
sea, in city and countryside (streets and broadways), 
“justled one against another.”  All these signs of the 
time, mark the time the war is fought, they leave no 
room for doubts.  They all in perfect terms certify 
that Nahum predicts World War II.  For a third clue 
we shall read

slay every one who does not have the mark, but the 
plagues do not slay anyone.  By wresting Moses’ 
writings, the Jews tried to refute Christ’s teachings 
and it is certain that if the Laodiceans continue to 
wrest Sister White’s writings in trying to refute the 
message for today, then their end shall be even more 
mournful than was the Jews’.  Concerning what she 
says about Ezekiel 9 read Testimonies, Vol. 3, p. 
267; Id., Vol. 5, pg. 211; also The Great Controversy, 
pp. 656, 657.  Ezekiel nine pictures the Judgment of 
the Living in the house of God (1 Pet. 4:17)—the sealing 
of the saints and the destruction of the wicked in the 
church.

—————0-—————

 I think I have time for another question: This 
question is asked in five parts, and so I shall answer 
it accordingly.

 Question 1: “Does the prophecy of Nahum predict 

World War II or Some Other War?”

 For the answer let us go directly to Nahum’s proph-
ecy.

Nah. 2:1—“He that dasheth in pieces is come up before 
thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, make thy 
loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.”

 Nahum predicts that the one who starts the war, 
“he that dasheth in pieces,” will have been well pre-
pared before he starts the war, but his opposing 
power, Assyria, will not have been prepared until 
after the war begins; that is, after the one who “dash-
eth in pieces” comes before Assyria’s face, then it 
is that Assyria makes preparation to meet him.  Then 
it is that she makes her loins strong, and fortifies her 
“power mightily.”

emphasis on the fall of Assyria, it nevertheless de-
clares that they both will lose out, for speaking of 
him that “dasheth in pieces,” the scripture says:

Nah. 2:5—“He shall recount his worthies: they shall 
stumble in their  walk; they shall make haste to the 
wall thereof, and the defence shall be prepared.”

 To “recount his worthies” implies that the number 
of worthies—captains and generals and other mighty 
men along with his fine army—is diminishing and hence 
the need of recounting, and that “his worthies” are to 
stumble in their walk; that is they are to make some 
kind of a blunder on their march to victory and cause 
them to fall.  And this is exactly what happened: 
Hitler’s army stumbled by waging war against Russia 
while he was in war with Great Britain.  That critical 
moment of his career was Hitler’s greatest folly. 
England was just about to give up, but the German 
army pulled away and went to fight Russia!  And, too, 
the fall of his worthies being mentioned before the 
fall of Assyria is mentioned, the prophecy thus re-
veals that “he that dasheth in pieces,” Hitler, was to 
fall first.

—————0—————

 Question 3:  “Why is Hitler’s title ‘he that dasheth 
in pieces’?”  Well, that is all Hitler did.  He began to 
dash in pieces from the very inception of the war,—
none were able to stand against him, and even after he 
disappeared, and Germany surrendered, the break-
ing in pieces continued and as yet has not stopped.  
As a result the whole world is broken in pieces, not 
only geographically, but politically and socially and 
economically as well.  The English Empire is still 
tottering, and the ominous “squeaks” are becoming 
louder and louder with each passing day.  Hitler, 
therefore, deserves the title (“dasheth in pieces”)
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