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TEXT POR PRAYER

Measure Not God’s Work With Man’s Yardstick

I shall read from Christ’s Object Lessons,
page 79, paragraph ame:

"The great leaders of religious thought in
this generation sound the praises apd build the
monuments of those who planted the seed of truth
centuries ago. Do not many turn from this work
to trample down the growth springing from the
Sime seed today? The old cry is repeated, 'We
know that God spake unto Moses; as far this fel—
low [Christ in the messenger He sends], we know
not from whenceé he is.' As in earlier ages, the
special truths for this time are found, not with
the ecclesiastical authorities, but with men and
women who are not too learned or too wise to be—
lieve the word of God. 'For ye see your calling,
brethren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, pot many noble, are
called; but God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the things which are mighty.'"

This reading commands to pray for those who
are considered wise, for today as in times past
the so-called great leaders of religion are on
the one. hand sounding praises, building, as it
were, monuments to God's servants of centuries
before, while on the other hand trampling down
God's messengers of their own day! They, too,
in effect say "We know that God spoke unto
Moses;as for this fellow we know not from whence
He is." We should pray that they realize their
mistake of measuring the work of God by the
yardstick of man. And pray, too, that we our—
selves not .11 into such a practice.

RIGHTEOUSNESS BY GRACE, RIGHTEOUSNESS
BY FAITH, AND THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST

Text of Address b; V. T. Houteff,
Minister of Davidian 7th-day Adventists
Sabbath, July 31, 1948
Mt. Carmel Chapel
Waco, Texas

There is much talk among us about "righteous-—
ness by grace" and "righteousness by faith," also
about "the righteousness of Christ." But of what
profit will all this talk be to us unless we do
something to find out what these really are,and
how to make them our own. We should therefore
not fail in this, and we cannot fail if we seek
the Lord wholeheartedly as we study through the
concrete examples which the Spirit of Truth has

-placed at my hand.

To begin the study I shall read two verses of
scripture, first from Romans, then from Hebrews:

Rom. 11:6——And if by grace, then is it no more

“of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But

if it be of works, then is it no more grace:
otherwise work is no more work.

We are called into the election of God, says
the scripture, not because of any good works of
our own, but through God's grace. We are, ?here—
fore, invited to become Christians, the children
of God, not becausz we deserve to be adopted by
Him, but because of His favor toward us. In-
deed, there is no other way by which we can be
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saved, for we all have sinned and,therefore, how
can we be saved except.He, through His grace,
forgive us our sins and start us out aemew? This
is what is called a new birth, the sum of which
‘is that we deserve no credit for coming into the
household of God. The credit is Bis.

By our natural birth we are born sinners, but
by our spiritual birth we are born righteous.
As born sinners we serve sin, but as born right—
eous we serve righteousness. Hence it is not by
works, but by "grace" that we are what we are.

Heb. 11:1—Now faith is the substance of things
hoped. for, the evidence of things not seen.

By faith, not by sight, we know that we are
the sons of God,citizens of His government. And
~a88 such we submit ourselves to His rules and
laws. As such we honor and revere Him as our
Saviour and King.

Let us now for example go back-to'Noah'é‘day.
Noah lived in an exceedingly wicked world, as you
know. It was so wicked that, as merciful as God
ig, - He could no longer contain Himself while
the wickedness went on. At log last He command—
ed Noah to build an ark, and promised that all,

1Whether righteous or wicked, who would go into

the ark would find deliverance from the awful
flood. Since they did not merit such a favor,
they were, therefore, offered deliverance from
the flood only through "righteousness by grace”
—~they were to be credited with righteousness
and be given life which they did not merit.
Thus we see "grace" taking occasion to save
. 8inners even back in Noah's day. And so, “"where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
Rom. 5:20.

4

In Abraham's time, too, only about 400 years
after the flood the world had sunk deep in idol
worship, and God commanded Abraham to get out of
his father's house, out of his idolatrous coun—
try, and to go to another land, a land that was
to be for his own and for God's people only.
And as any, good or bad, who joined Abraham and
his God were as freely permitted to enter into
the Promised Land as were the antediluvians
permitted to enter the ark, they, too, there-
fore, were given "righteousness by grace”;
that is, they were privileged to take their
stand for God with Abraham, and to share the
blessings, but not because of any good works of
theirs. Having endured to the end, Abrabam,
whose faith failed not, became the father of all
who through "righteousness by grace" attain
"righteousness by faith." Hence you see that
"righteousness by grace” starts us out into
"righteousness by faith,” the reward of whieh

is,"the righteousness of Christ."

Later in history came the time that whoso-
ever, good and bad alike, joined the Exodus out
of Egypt, found deliverance from Pharaoh's task—
masters and from his pursuing army. This deliv-
erance they obtained not because they deserved
deliverance, but because of the "grace" of
God toward them. (See Bzekiel 20:1-8.) Thus
"they all...were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; and were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did
all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all
drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and
that Rock was Christ." 1 Cor. 10:1-4. Yes,
through "righteousness by grace" none were
excluded from participating in the blessings
then offered.
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| Having been given "righteousness by grace"
sufficient to cross the sea, and having come
‘into the desert, they were then given the
finest chanece to exercise "righteousness by
faith.” But only those who did exercise "right—
eousness by faith" lived on and entered the
Promised Land. Those, though, who made no more

use of "faith"™ in the desert than they did in

Egypt perished in the wilderness.

Finally, .came the time for the faithful to

-possess the land. And so it was that only those

vwhose "righteousness by faith" sustained them,
crossed the River Jordan. None others did. And
for our benefit. the Apostle has left this coun—
sel: "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise be—
.ing left us of entering into His rest, any of
you should seem to came short of it. For unto us
.was the gospel preached, as well as unto them:
. but the Word preached did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in them that heard it.”"
‘Heb. 4:1, 2.°

So farﬁipAour study we have seen that God is
impartial, that He has endeavored to save all
Peoples at all times in the same way as He is
endeavoring to save us; that He is not experi-
menting with Himself—not saving us one way and
others another way.

- The kingdom was at last set up in the Prom-
ised Land and the people were left to continue
in "righteousness by faith."” But as in times
Past "faith"™ agdain waned, and the nation became
unbearably wicked,—so wicked that God could no
longer tolerate it to be called by His name while
living in His land. Forthwith both the temple
and the palace—the spiritual and the physical—
were leveled to the ground, and the people were

.6

carried away.

God nevertheless clung to His people as a
mother clings to her children, and after seven
decades, having once again extended to them
righteousness by drace, God gave them the oppor-
tunity to return to their homeland where they
enjoyed revival and reformation, but only for a
little while. Rather than continue in "right-—
eousness by faith,"” they fell from "grace" and
became seven times worse than their prede-—
cessors.

Thus it was that if God was then to save any
one member of the nation He could do it only by
offering another chance of "grace." This time
He gave the gift of His only Son, Jesus Christ,
the Saviour upon Whom the iniquities of us all
were laid. And hence, as mean and as wicked as
were both Jew and Gentile, they were all invited
to the greatest gift of "grace," the grace which
only the life of the Son of God can give. The
Apostles themselves were not for any good deed
of their own, but through this gift of "right-
eousness by grace," privileged to partake
of the "righteousness by faith."

And so the unjust, the violators of the
law of God, have always through "righteous—
ness by grace" been invited to come into
"'righteousness by faith," the only right-
eousness that actually receives the reward
of "Christ's righteousness" and of eternal
life. "Now," says Inspiration, "the just
shall live by faith: but if any man draw
back, My soul shall have no pleasure in him."
Heb. 10:38. The just, you see, live by
faith, but the unjust by ¢drace. "Grace,"
you note, is not the final touch of salvation.
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"Grace®™ plus "faith," plus "the righteousness
of Christ," are what earn eternal life.

The law, moreover, does not save. It con—
demns sin ‘and upholds righteousness. "Therefore
by the deeds of the law there shall no -flesh be
justified in His sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin." Rom. 3:20. Being already a
sinner, man is by the law condemned to death.
Only by "grace,” therefore, can he be set free
from- the condemmation of the law. The sinner;
conseguently, is a law-breaker, and the right-—
eous 1is a law—keeper. "Grace,” therefore,
pardons the sinmer, lets him out of prison, so
0o speak, and gives him another chance to over—
cdome sin: but "faith™ keeps him free. The sum
of -the matter is this: "Righteousness through
grace™ is righteousness through pardom, while
"righteousness through faith™ is righteousness
through behaving, and it is crowned with "the
righteocusness of Christ.”

To repeat: ™Grace" pardons our sins and sets
us free—gives ‘us another chance to make life
what it -ought to be. Consequently, if you are
under "grace" you are not under the law, for
"grace™ has made you free from the penalty which
the law imposes.

Having failed to attain "righteousness by
faith,” the Jews again fell from "grace"; and
being by the law,condemned to eternal death,
they were again given “grace"—a secand chance—
through the death of the Son of God. Those who
availed themselves of the "grace,™ came into the
Christian church henceforth to remain free, and
were to sin no more save through ‘mistake,
mishap, or through short-sightedness, sins .of
which we are forgiven if we do not continue

8

therein.

"My little children,"” says Inspiration,
"these things write I unto you, that ye sin not.
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Pather, Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is
the propitiation for our sins: and not for our's
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we
keep His commandments. He that saith, I know
Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso
keepeth His Word, in him verily is the love of
God perfected: hereby know we that we are in
Him." 1 John 2:1-B.

The Christian church, though, did not long
continue in "grace," but it, too, in time fell
even lower than the Jewish church. Necessarily
something had to be done for her also if any of
her members were to be made free, and if God was
still to have a church on earth. Unquestionably,
this "something" was none other than the Protes—
tant Reformation. But since we all know that the
Reformation has not yet accomplished its Divine-
ly appointed purpose, has not reached the accord
and faith which the Church enjoyed on the day of
Pentecost, it is obvious that:another attempt of
revival and reformation is an absolute necessity.
But to know all this for a certainty, we must
turn to "the more sure word of prophecy," to the
prophet Ezekiel.

Eszek. 4:1, 2—Thou also, son of man, take thee a
tile,and iay it before thee, and pourtray upon it
the city, even Jerusalem: and lay siege against
it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount
against it; set the camp also against it, and set
battering rams against it round about.
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Here the prophet was commanded to portray a
city, a Jerusalem—the capital of the Church.
This Jefusalem, of course, is not really the
geographical Jerusalem, but a city that stands
for what Jerusalem itself stood—the Church scat—
tered throughout the "Gentile" nations. More—
over, Ezekiel himself was actually told that

this symbolization is ccncerning the church

while scattered among the Gentiles. (See
verse 13.) FPurthermore, Ezekiel is commanded to
lay siege against it, to take it! NWNow, since
this Jerusalem stands for the Church while among
the Gentiles, and since God commands His own
servant, the propbet, to besiege it, to protest
against it, and to take it, it is therefore
obvious .that the Church, the Jerusalem here
portrayed, is shown as having been arawn away
from God, and that God is endeavoring to rescue
her, to effect a reformation in her midst. For
such cause, therefore, is Esekiel's siege.

' Finally, since the Christian church, Jeru—
salem, away from its original geographlcal loca—
tion, was for the first time in history so
attacked, or bes1eged by Martin Tuther—by the
Protestant Reformat1on——the fulfilment of this
prophecy obviously commences with Luther. This
fact will be seen throughout the chapter as we
continue to study it verse by verse.

Verse 3—Moreover take thou unto thee an iron
pan, and set it for a wall of iron between thee
and the city: and set thy face against it, and it
shall be besieged, and thou shalt lay siege
pgnlnst it. This shall be a sign to the house of
Israel. o

The wall of ironm, 111ustrated by the ‘irom
pan, is a perfect symbol of the separation which

10

existed between Luther and the so~called Jerusa—
lem, the Church. This was to be a sign, mnot to
Judah, the antitypical two—tribe kingdom among
the Gentiles, but to Israel, to the members of
the antltyplcal ten—tribe klngdow while scattered
among the nations.

Verses 4, 5--Lie thou also upon thy left side,
and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon
tt: according to the number of the days that
thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their
intquity. For I have laid upon thee the years of
their iniquity, according to the number o} the
days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt
thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.

To lay one's iniquity upon someone else, is
to free the sinner from the penalty which he de—
gerves. It is an act which credits the sinner
with "righteousness” which he has not earned, and
this is what Inspiration calls "righteousness by
grace.” Previously the iniquity of the Jews was
laid upon Christ, and the nation was given a
chance to step out of her death—cell, so to
speak, and to stand free in Christ. Many, but
not all, then availed themselves of this "right—
eousness by grace"” and stepped into "righteous-—
ness by faith.” This same "grace,” you see, was
again offered to the Church in the sixteenth cen-
tury, for to lay the iniquity of the house of
Israel upon Ezekiel means practically the same
as to lay the iniquity of us all upon Christ.

This grace through Ezekiel continues 390 days
—years (verse 6). After this period of time,
the house of Israel, the Protestant churches,
bear their own iniquity; that is, after this
given period of time runs out, then this extended
"grace” ceases and there is to be no other.
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Ezekiel then bears their sims mo longer. 'I"hen:

is the time in which they must hold fast to
"righteousness by faith” if they are. to be re—
warded with "Christ’'s rlghteousness' and Hlth
eternal life.

Veérses 6, 7—And when thou hast accomplished
them. lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt
bear the iniguity of the house of Judah forty
days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.

Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the
siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be un-
covered, and thou shalt prophesy against it.

Ezekiel was to lie down on his right side,
not anly for the iniquity of the house of Israel,
but also for the iniguity of the house of Judah,
and thus bear their iniguity, too, for forty
years. And so both houses (the whole of
Christendom), are given the same chance, the same
opportunity. The one comes first in time, and
the other last. Three hundred ninety years of
"grace"” are given to the former, and 40 years to
the latter, a total of 430 years. During this
period of time they are to triumph over s1n, and
at last to attain "righteousness by faith," and
to be rewarded with "the :ighteousness of
Christ." The exact year in which this period of
430 years begins, we shall see as we continue
our study. :

Verses 7, 8—Therefore thou shalt set thy face
toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm
shall be uncovered, and thou shalt prophesy
against it. And, behold, I will lay bands upon
thee, and thou shalt not turn thee from one side
to another, till thou hast ended the days of thy
siege.

12

. The uncovering of Ezeklel's arm, of course,
means that the might of the Reformation shall be
seen, and the sins of Jerusalem shall be laid
openr—sahall be prorhesied against.

* Moreover, the things spoken of here are sure
to take place, for Ezekiel is bound down so that
hé ' cannot turn over and change the symbolizatiam.
He cannot get up at will, until he has accom-
plished God's command, until he has ended the
days of his siege. Then in the end of this
time he-is to arise and from then on let every—
one bear his own iniquity. F%zekiel, therefore,
while lying down is symbolizing conditions
during the Reformation from Luther's time down
to ‘the end of the 430 years. Then Esekiel
arises and is made the watchman: "Son of man, I
have made thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel: therefore hear the word at My mouth, and
give them warning from Me." And since this
prophecy is now unfolded for the first time,
BEzekiel, obviously, is especially figurative of
this final-effort of revival and reformation, of
the effort after Ezekiel is through lying down
and while he is up and active. Consequently, the
same effort whieh Luther put forth in. the
sixteenth century is to be carried out in a
greater way now in the twentieth century, for
such 1s the prophet's charge. -

‘The difference between the Reformation during
the 430 years and the one after, is this:
During the 430 years "grace" lingered, whereas
after this period of time has run out, and
while Ezekiel is up, those who fail to attain
to "rightéeousness by faith" will themselves have
to pay the price of their sins. No longer are
their sins- laid upon Ezekiel, and no longer is
Ezekiel lying down and inactive; no longer are
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they to be excused upon the ground of ignorance
after the warning has been sounded in their
ears, for Ezekiel is plainly told:

"Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto
the house of Israel: therefore hear the Word at
My mouth, and give them warning from Me. Whenl
say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and
thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his
life; the same wicked man shall die in his ini-
guity; but his blood will I require at thine
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn
not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked
way;, he shall die in his jniguity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a righteous
man doth turn from his righteousness, and
commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock
before him, he shall die: because thou hast
not given him warning, he shall die in his
sin, and his righteousness which he hath
done shall not be remembered; but his blood will
I require at thine hand. Nevertheless if thou
warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin
not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live,
because he is warned; also thou hast delivered
thy soul,™ Esek. 3:1721.

Verses 9-11—Take thou also unto thee wheat, and
barley, and beans, and lentils, and millet, and
fitches, and put them in one vessel, and make
thee bread thereof, according to the number of
the days that thou shalt lie upon thy side, three
hundred and ninety days shalt thou eat thereof.
And thy meat which thou shalt eat shall be by
weight, twenty shekels a day: from time to time
shalt thou eat it. Thou shalt drink also water
by measure, the sixth part-of an hin: from time
to time shalt thou drink.

14

A~

. The cereals mentioned in verse 9 are six in
number,. and are of course symbolical of spiritual

food, the food with which the flock has been fed

during the 390 years. Six kinds of cereals not
only denote six kinds of truths, doctrines, hand-
ed to the flock during the 390 year period, but
also denote incompleteness of Truth, for number
seven, not six, is the Biblical denotation of-
completeness. They are consequently the doc—
trines which the reformers brought in:

(1) The doctrine of faith that made the
Lutheran denomination; (2) the doctrine of the
Spirit that made the Presbyterian denomination;
(3) the doctrine of grace that made the Methodist

denomination; (4) the doctrine of baptism that

made the Baptist denomination; (5) the doctrine
of the second Advent of Christ that made the
Pirst—-day Adventists; (6) the doctrine of the
cleansing of the sanctuary along with the

Seventh—day Sabbath that made the Seventh—day

Adventists. (All other sects with their addi-
tions, omissions, and deductions, have obviously
branched from these six denominations. )

One may raise an argument, though only a los-
ing one, over the denominations here named, but
one can hardly raise any honest argument against
the fact that these six doctrines (cereals) are
the main doctrines upon which Protestantism as a
whole is built. However, be they these or other
doctrines, the truth that they are only six,
means that a seventh truth is to be unfolded.
Moreover, these truths, says Imspiration, were to
be given sparingly, by weight,——not everything
that pertains to the subject,—and all Christen—
dom knows that this has been the case.

Verses 12-15—And thou shalt eat it as barley
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cakes, and thou shalt bake it with durig that com-
eth out of man, in their sight. And the Lord
‘said, Even thus shall the children of Israel eat
their defiled bread among the Gentiles, whither
I will drive them. Then said I, Ah Lord God!
behold, my soul hath not been polluted: for from
my youth up even till now have I not eaten of
that which dieth of itself, or is torn in pieces;
neither came there abominable flesh into my
mouth. Then He said unto me, Lo, I have given
thee cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou shalt
prepare thy bread therewith.

As the barley cake that smote and ruined the
Midianite tent did forecast Divine aid for Gide—
on's victory over the Midianites, so the cereals
eaten as barley cakes do signify that the truths
accepted were as of the Spirit, as of Divine ari-
gin. In the preparation of them, though, is
where the objectionable part comes in, for In—
spiration points out that these were baked on
"dung"” instead of on wood, emphatically denoting
that these truths were defiled by men while be—
ing prepared for the flock. And what else could
the preparation be but the private additionms,
omissions, perversions, and misapplications by
uninspired men who preach from the pulpits on
these subjects, and who write the so—called pure
Bible truths and hand them to the people?

There is no mystery in this, for everybody
knmows that the winds of doctrine blowing from
all directions, ome contradicting the other, can—
not all be pure Bible truth. The only surprising
part is that Inspiration foresaw it so long ago,
and that no one discovered it before Inspiratiom
Itself did unfold it.

God, of course, is not holding this against

16
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anyone, for He says: "Even thus shall the chil-
dren of Israel eat their defiled bread among the
Gentiles, whither I will drive them." Ezek. 4}
13. '

Thus Prophecy declares that such has been
the spiritual food with which the flock has been
fed for 390 years, the years during the Reforma—
tion.  And who can deny it? Are we, then, still
wonder ing which denomination is dealing out un—
adulterated Truth to its members? Prophecy de—
clares that none is, for such was to be the food
‘for all throughout the 390 years! And if they do
not get new Heaven—inspired Truth after the 320
years are passed, then they must feed on "dung"
baked food forever, and die with it.

This, I say again, should not be a surprise
to any, for everyone knows that since all the
denominations disagree with one another on the
doctrines, they cannot possibly all be right.
‘It may, however, be surprising to kmow that not
even one is absolutely right.

The scarcity of even these man—contaminated
truths, prophecy declares, is brought upon the
‘Christian world so that they be "astonied," that

"they realize their poverty, their ne=ed of an ab—

solute truth, so that when the Spirit of Truth
shall come, It shall find a responding chord in
the hearts of men, else they be consumed away in
their iniquity.

To find exactly the beginning of the 430-year
périod, we must first find the year the period
ended, the year in which antitypical Ezekiel
arose and began tao sound the warning, the year
in which the Spirit of Truth unrolled the scroll
and brought in an abundance of Divinely in-
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spired, pure and unadulterated Truth (met
baked upon dung), not by weight:.and not. by
measure either,-—the truths which we have been
feasting on from this series of studies and
which the Association has so freely and faith-
fully published in the Timely Greetings and
other publications, and has scattered world-wide
as leaves of Autumn——a phenomenon which the
Church has never before seen! And when I
say as the leaves of Autumn, I really mean Jjust
that, for these leaves—yes, millions of them—
are dropped everywhere among the Laodiceans
umspar ingly, without price, and without ob-
ligation.

This message, as some of you already kn ow,
began to unfold in 1930. Hence, if we subtract
430 years from 1930, we are taken back to 1500,
the time Martin Luther's call came, the time he
began to study the Bible, the time he started to
prepare for the work of the Reformation. This
message was, therefore, by God Himself planned
and timed back in Egekiel's time, all for
your good and mine! How thoughtful God is! And
how unworthy we are.

As the 430-year period during which our sims
were laid upon Ezekiel, is behind us, we our—
‘'selves, not Ezekiel, are henceforth to be respon—
gible for our sins if we now fail to give heed
to the message of the hour and to attain to
"righteousness by faith." How important, then,
that we not neglect our opportunity now to ac—
cept what God sends, and to attain to "rightecus-—
ness by faith" in order that we be rewarded with
"the righteousness of Christ." Thus only can we
expect to escape the slaughter weapons of the
‘angels and to live and reign with Christ during
the thousand years.

- 18
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Aczording to this fresh unfolded prophecy
there is to be no other chamce, you see, no
other opportunity for the Laodiceans, the house
of Judah. This message to the Laodiceans,
therefore, is the last message, their final
chance! Looking forward to the people of this
cleansing the prophet Tsaiah wrote: "Awake,
awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city:
for henceforth there shall no more come into
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean....How
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy
God reignmeth!" Isa. 82:1, 7.

- "8ince we have seen that the 430 years ended
in 1930, we had better now find out when the 390
years ended, the time the 40 yéars of grace be—
gan. To find this date we subtract 40 years
from 1930, which takes us back to 1890. What
happened then to mark the beginning of the 40
years?—Just this: The denomination then wholly
rejected the message that was to unfold the
truth of "righteousness by faith"™ and the
"righteousness of Christ," the very truth that
again began to unfold years later, the Truth that
we are now feasting on! God in His mercy,
therefore , .laid their iniquity upon the prophet
Ezekiel during those 40 years,—gave them a
chance through "righteousness by grace"™ so that
they might bave opportunity now to enter into
"righteousness by faith," and thus reap the
reward of "the righteousness of Christ.”

Here we see. that history repeats itself:
Ancient Israel's giving ear to the evil report

which the ten spies'brought caused them to lose
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.faith in the power of God, and did therefore,
set themselves back 40 years from entering the
Promised Land.

In like manner, the Denomination, you see,
has from 1890 to 1930 been wandering in the
wilderness, as it were. They have, we might say,
been put on trial. Here is where you plainly see
that the ancient wilderness wandering was
typical. Here type meets antitype. And their
rejecting "righteousness by faith,"you perceive,
did not mean that God was defeated and that He
would therefore never again bring to us the same
Truth which could have been theirs forty years
ago.

Moreover, just as those who in Moses' time
refused to advance by faith died in the wil-
derness, so the men who in the vears 1888-1890
were responsible for refusing to advance in
Truth, died before God came back with it
the second time. Finally, as the second
ancient effort to take the land succeeded imme-
diately after Achan, the last sinner in that
day, was stoned, so the second effort of today
must, too, succeed right after the Achans of
today are destroyed by the angels of Bzekiel
Nine. : :

What a rebuke for the leading brethren this
is! What a lesson for us! And how little chance
they stand if they continue blindly to fight
back! The laity, though, who come in contact
with this Truth could be of great belp to them if
instead of consenting to the opposition's unrea-—

sonable demand that the laity give up studying -

these scriptures upon threat of losing their mem-
bership, they would themselves demand from the
opposition a better, or at least an equallyrea~
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sonable, exposition of the scriptvres in question
rather than give up. Foolish it is to reject
Truth in order to retain your name in Laodicea.
Better to accept the Truth and retain your name
in the Lamb's Book of Life.

I say it is foolish to reject Truth merely
on someone's say so rather than to go to God in
prayer and to act in harmony with your own
convictions through the Spirit that leads
into all Truth. To 4o otherwise is to deny
any personal connection with Heaven, and to
put your trust in man, to make "flesh your arm.”
Isa. 2:22. Do not, therefore, let the enemy talk
you out of this Truth, especially in the face of
the fact that the opposition has nothing sub—
stantial, nothing authoritative, or official,
nothing to take its place. And how foolish for
one to try to ascertain Truth by the mind of the
opposition! It is as semsible as if you should
solicit the opinion of a Republican polititian
about your desire to vote on a Democratie
ballot! There would be some sense in going for
help to someone who is unbiased, but never any
sense in going to one who is as opposed to this
Truth as were the priests,scribes, and Pharisees
opposed to Christ's teachings.

If you do not see every point as clearly as
you would like, why not take the counsel of the
Spirit of Prophecy? Let me read to you a few
paragraphs:

",..if a message comes that you do not under-—
stand, take pains that you may hear the reasons
the messenger may give, comparing scripture with
geripture, that you may know whether or not it is
sustained by the word of God. If you believe
that the positions taken have not the word of God
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~for their foundation, if the poesition you hold
on the subject cannot be controverted, then pro—
duce your strong reasons;'for your positiom will
not be shaken by coming in contact with error.
There is no virtue or manliness in keeping up a
continual warfare in the dark, closing your eyes
lest you may see, closing your ears lest you may
hear, hardening your heart in ignorance. and un-—
belief lest you may have to humble yourselves and
acknowledge that you have received light on some
points of truth."-—Counsels on Sabbath School

Work, p. 29.

"Precious light is to shine forth from -the
word of God, and let no one presume to dictate
what shall or what shall not be brought before
the people in the messages of enlightenment that
He shall send, and so quench the Spirit of God.
Whatever may be his position of authority, no
one has a right to shut away the light from the
people. When a message comes in the name of the
Lord to His people, no one may excuse himself
from an investigation of its claims. No one can
afford to stand back in an attitude of indiffer—
ence and self-confidence, and say: 'I know what
is truth. I am satisfied with my position. I
have set my stakes, and I will not be moved away
from my position, whatever may come. I will not
listen to the message of this messenger; for I
know that it cannot be truth.' It was from pur-
suing this very course that the popular churches
were left in partial darkness, and that is why
the messages of heaven have not reached them."—
Id., p. 28. .

"There is yet much precious truth to be re—
vealed to the people in this time of peril and
darkness, but it is Satan's determined purpose
to prevent the light of truth from shining into

22

the hearts of men. If we would have the light
that has been provided for us, we should show our
desire for it by diligently searching the word
of God. Precious truths that have long been in
obscurity are to be revealed in a light that will
make manifest their sacred worth; for God will
glorify His word, that it may appear in a light
in which we have never before beheld it. But
those who profess to love the truth must put to
the stretch their powers, that they may compre—

hend the deep things of the word, that God may be

glorified and His people may be blessed and en—
lightened. With humble hearts, subdued by the
grace of God, you should come to the task of
searching the Scriptures,prepared to accept
every ray of divine light, and to walk in the
way of holiness."—Id. p. 25.

‘Moreover, you never see -the whole world at a
glance. You only see a part of it at a time.
Likewise you cannot expect to see the whole Truth
all at once, but only a little at a time. Cling
to that little, and as you continue in prayer and
study, it will all become as clear as the sun and
you will begin to comprehend the subject in its
entirety. :

Brother; Sistef, no longer pass up your dp—

-portunity. Act now and make peace with God.

Flee now from the abominations, and take your
stand at God's right hand if you wish His bless—
ing and life forevermore. T"Today if ye will
hear His voice, harden not your hearts.” Heb.
4:7. Realize that God Himself is speaking to
you, that these are not mortal words;, not myths,

-that this is a message which has remained sealed

through the centuries, and which is now unsealed
and brought to you as fresh as lilies covered
with summer's dew.
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One of the most important partis of this -

study, you see, is the fact that during the 430
years—from 1500 tc¢ 1930—the iniquity of us all
has been laid on the prophet of God. I say, be—
cause of this abundant "grace” that has prevailed
all through the years, we are permitted to be
here today. Men, though, have taken advantage
of God's "grace," and have come to think that He
has forsaken the earth, that He has left us to
do as we will, and to get along as best we can.
We all will change our minds as soon as God's
forewarning is completed.

Bence, those Laodiceans who would avail
themselves of the opportunity to partake of this
feast of fresh and unadulterated "meat in due
season,"” who would now at the last call hold to
the "righteousness by grace" already given them,
—they all may enter into the "righteousness by
faith” that is to be rewarded with "the right—
eousness of Christ," and thus crowned with
eternal life. Obviously, all others will have
to bear their own iniquity and pay their own
penalty. They will have to perish.

True, you think you have need of nothing, but
God Who really knows says you are "wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," in
need of everything. Would you not take His ad—
vice and anoint your eyes with the eyesalve that
you may see?

Finally, when the warning message has reached
the people, then those who do not profit by it,
who do not reform,—who fail to "sigh and cry for
all the abominations in the midst thereof,"—then
it is that those who do not now attain to
"righteousness by faith," shall find themselves
without the "mark." They will cconsequently have
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to pay the penalty for their sins, perish under
the slaughter weapons of the angels. (Read
Ezekiel Nine; Testimonies for the Church, vol.
3, pp. 266, 267; Vol. 5, pp. 210, 211.)

Plainly, the house of Judah, since 1930
stands in the same need as the house of Israel
stood after 1890. They all now need the message
of today if they expect to have a home in the
kingdom of God. Moreover, it is plain to see
that what the house of Judah failed to accomplish
after 1890 we must now acccmpllsh agalnst greater
odds and in less tlme

The lessons that are taught in this chapter
are these: Pirst it is pointed out that the
period of "righteousness by grace" is now in the
past; that we have now come to the time in which
our safety lies only in practicing"righteousness
by faith,"” if we expect to be rewarded with the
"righteousness of Christ,"” and crowned with
eternal life. The.secopd lesson teaches that the
Church does not yet have all the Truth, and that
that which she does have is contaminated, "baked
on dung.” Hence the great need that we have
Inspired Truth from the Throme of God; for with
it we are saved, and without it we are lost,
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THE EDUCATION OF CHRISTIAN YOUTH-—-
WHERE AND HOW OBTAINED‘

Text of Address by V. T. Houteff,
Mintster of Davidian 7th-day Adventists
Sabbath, November 13 1948
Mt. Carmel Chapel
Waco, Texas

The well-rounded education of Christian
youth is in three phases: the moral, the sacred,
and the secular. These are obtained in three
different schools: the home, the church school,
and the public school.

Bach of these schools has its own particular—-
ly important duty to perform for the child's wel-
fare. The public school teaches the child how. to
get along in society. The. church school teaches
him how to enter into life eternal. But.the honme
school, besides teaching him moral behaviour,
lays the foundation for all phases of educatiam.

Moreover, the child not only begins life in
the home, but also spends most of his time there.
The home school, therefore, plays the most impor—
tant role in shaping the child's life. From this
we can quickly see why a broken or an unorgan—
ized, careless home can never meet the needs of
the child. Only by a miracle can a child brought
up in such a home become a decent, law—abiding
citizen of the nation, and a respected member in
the church.

Yes, I say, only by a miracle can he climb
to the top of the ladder in the society of earth,
to say nothing of his poor chances in the society
of Heaven.

26

Let me iliustrate the work of the home: The
farmer casts the seed into the earth, and proper
conditions make it sprout and shoot its 1litile
blade through the soil. To begin with, though,
the tiny plant feeds on the pulp of the seed
while piercing its delicate blade upward and
sinking its tiny roots downward. Thus while
within the shell (the home)} is the little plant
(the child) enabled to begin to shift for itself
in getting food from the soil and sunshine from
the air to maintain life. This very same prin-
ciple works within the home: The child while at
home must be gradually at first, and then fully
put on its own by the parents,_ AIf the: parents
fail to carry out this duty to.their child; then
the cbild does not stand the feir chanece in life
which the Creator has orda1ned that he ‘should
have.

Examples of Good Homes

At this point I shall read to ybu something
about successful home schools:

Gen. 18:16-19—And the men rose up from thence,
and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with
them to bring them on the way. And the Lord
said, Shall 1 hide from Abraham that thing which
I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know
him, that he will commard his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the uay
of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which He hath
spoken of him.

It .was Abraham's hospitality that brought
such.a great blessing to his home——the three
BHeavenly guests Who reaffirmed the promise of
an heir. And his accommodating act of showing
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Feavenly guests Who reaffirmed the promise of
an heir. And his accommodating act of showing
them the way to the city by walking some dis-—
tance with them, caused the angels to confide to
him their sad mission concerning Sodom. No

home, therefore, should be "forgetful to enter—
tain strangers: for thereby some have enter—
tained angels unawares." Heb. 13:2.

In the verses which we read a moment ago, we
are told that Abraham was to become a great and
mighty nation because he would command his chil-~
dren and his household after God, to keep the
way of the Lord, to do "justice and judgment.®
God recognized that Abraham’s home was to be ‘a
model home school, and thus this Patriarch of
the Ages became a “friend of God," and the "fa-
ther of the faithful." God, you see, honors
parents who run their homes right, who command
their households after Him,

Shall we now examine to see to what extent
Abraham's was a model home school?-—His son,
Isaac, you know, was only about seventeen years
of age when the word of the Lord.came to Abraham
that he should sacrifice his only son. The
father faithfully obeyed the command, and took
Isaac on that trying historical as well as edu—
cational journey. Not until the very last min—
ute was he told that he was to be the sacrificial
viectim. But did he become upset or did he re-
sist when told of it?—No, indeed.” On'the con—
trary, he did all that he could to comfort his
father, and willingly and cheerfully laid hlmself
upon the altar!

What does all thls mean?——It means that

Isaac had rece1ved a perfect tralnlng in his
home,. and so he respected both the father's
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Jjudgment and religion. He was submissive to his
God, and full of faith. Knowing that God's way
was for his best interests, he resolved that it
would be better to die than to disobey either
God or h;s father.

We shall now go further and look for an exam—
Ple in Isaac's own home to see what kind of par—
‘ent and teacher he was. Esau and Jacob were his
twin sons, you know, and both aof them were
raised in his home. If you read between the
lines in this familiar Bible story, you will
find two teachers and two sets of students in
Isaac's home: Isaac loved Esau, and Rebecca
loved Jacob.

Jacob was a helping hand to his mother, and
thereby learned how to prepare food that was
both attractive and tasty. Thus was he able to
make a bowl of pottage which sold higher than
any other dish ever sold. Besides learning the
culinary art, he was intensely interested in re-—
ligion, and fitted himself to sit on the patriar-
chal throne.

"On the other hand, Esau was interested omnly
;n temporal things, _and sacrificed his heirship
to the throne for the sake of sports and ungov—
erned appetite. Rather than become skilled in
his religious duties, he became skilled in hunt—
ing. Conseguently the heirship to the patriarch—
al throne meant no more to him than the price of
a bowl of pottage.

In these two youth we see two opposing aims

" in life—one was given to sports, the other to

religion. Isaac was well aware of this, but
since he loved Esau more than he did Jacob, and
since Esau was the eldest son, he saw no reason
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that Esau should not receive the blessing and sit
on the patriarchal throne. Rebecca, however, was
guick to discern that Esau was unfit for the
position, and that Jacob would make good at it.
So it was that while on the one hand Isaac in-
structed Esau to prepare a feast and come to him
for the blessing, on the other hand Rebecca ad-
vigsed and helped Jacob to impersonate Esau and
obtain the blessing by taking advantage of his
father's dim eyesight. This deception, of
course, worked out as it did only because Provi-
dence was at work.

Now, let us see what we have learned about
the training of Esau and the training of Jacob:
Since Isaac was closely attached to Esau, and
Rebecca to Jacob, and since Esau was a failure
and Jacob a success, can it not be concluded
that Rebecca succeeded in properly schooling
Jacob, whereas Isaac overlooked Essau's needdf
gettlng acquainted with God and with the duties
in the home that were his? . - :

FProm this comparison I take the liberty to
say that Isaac was a somewhat indulgent father,
and that Rebecca was a more firm and strict
mother. True, there must have been one kind of
material in the make—up of Jacob and another in
the make—up of Esau, but Esau should have been
reproved; and if reproof could not help him,
then the blessing should not have been offered to
him. No, firmmess should never give way to inm—
dulgence. '

Next we shall peek into the home school which
Jacob himself conducted, and see what.were the
results. Considering the facts that his family
was larger (thirteen children in all) than the
families of his forefathers; that all of his soms
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were accepted to become the progen1tors of the
subjects of the church eternal; that his son,
Joseph, had perfect control of himself, purtured
a forgiving spirit, respected his father, clung
to Heaven's precepts,and found favor with God and
man;—1 say that by all these facts we know that
Jacob gave his household the finest training
possible, At the very least, he raised one of
the greatest and the most noble characters the
world has ever seen.

I believe that time will permit us to consid-
er another good home school, the home into which
Moses was born.’

Knowing that Abraham and his seed were to so—
Jjourn in a strange land only 430 years, Moses'
mother realized that the time of deliverance
from Edyptian bondage was at hand in her day.

But Pharach's decree demanded that every Hebrew

male child be cast into the Nile, and so in spite
of it she determined to hide her newborn son.
Peradventure, she thought, he might be the ome
‘to lead the Hebrew host out of Egypt and into
the promised land and if’ so, God would spare
him.

Three months later, though, she found that
she could no longer hide Baby Moses, and so
rather than take the inevitable risk of losing
him, she made a little ark, put the infant into
it, and placed it in God's care on the Nile.

‘God took charge of the situation and the chilad

lived. Now note the miracle: As soon as the
king's daughter saw the child, she knew that it
was a Hebrew child, but rather than let him.be
put to death as Eharaoh had decreed, she adopted
him! Horeover, Providence de31gned that the
child should be raised in a Hebrew home. Thus
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it was that Baby Moses was Providentially re-
turned to his own mother for care, and all home
expenses were paid from the king's treasure!

Evidently after witnessing all these mira—
cles, the mother knew positively that Moses was
to be the deliverer. And the home training
which he was given during those twelve years
with his mother, Moses never forgot even amidst
the rank and file of the world's greatest royal
throne of his day.

Indeed, the tralnlng one receives in. the
home, you see, is the foundation of his entire
future.

Examples of Bad F,Hom-e.'s

In vivid contrast to these good homes, I
shall call your attention to one or two bad
home schools, and the results of them.

Flrst I am thlnklng of Lot's home. .0, yes,
I know that Iot was a great figure in Sodom, but
no one would hear his plea the night Sodom was to
be reduced to smoke and ashes for the winds to
carry away and for the Dead Sea to lodge over.
No, not-even his own children who were comfort-—
ably situated in their respect1ve homes would
‘listen to him. Only two of his daughters es—
caped the great conflagration, simply.because
the angels snatched them out as brands from_the
fire, -

What a failure was Lot's home! What a great
loss! Two causes underlay all that came upon
him: first, because he pitched h1s tent toward
Sodom; and second bpecause he neglected to bring
up his household in the fear of Qod. Moreover,
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had Lot led into Truth and righteousness even
ten souls out of that vast population of Sodom,

he would have spared both Sodom and Gomorrah from
‘destruction. .

May I now speak to you of another bad home,
that of BEli*s, the ancient priest of Israel.
He, as.did Lot, made a complete failure of his
home, although time and again he was warmed about
his neglect:

1 Sam. 2:27-35—And there came a man of God unto
Eli, and said unto him, Thas saith the Lord, Did
I plainly appear unto the nouse of thy father,
when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh’s house? And
did I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel
to be My priest, to offer upon Mine altar, to
burn incense, to wear an ephod before Me? and
did I give unto the house of thy father all the
offerings made by fire of the children of Isra-
el? Wherefore kick ye at My sacrifice and. at

-Mine offering, which I have comanded in My habi-

tation; and honourest thy sons above Me, to make
ywrselves fat with the chiefest of all the of-
ferings of Israel My people? Wherefore the Lord
God of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy
house, and the house of thy father, should =alk
before Me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be

" it far from Me; for them that honour Me I will

honour, ond they that despise Me shall be lightly
esteeled Behold, the days come, that I will cut
off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s house,
that there shall not be an old man in thine

- house. And thou shalt see an enemy in by habi-

tation, in all the wealth which God shall give
Israel: and there shall not be an old man in

‘thine house for ever. And the man of thine,

whom I shall not cut off from liine altar, shall
be to consume thine eyes, aend to grieve thine
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heart: and all the increase of thine house shall
die in the flower of their age. And this shall
be a sign unto thee, that shall come upon thy two
sons, on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they
shall die both of them. And I will raise Me up
a faithful priest, that shall do according to
that which is in Mine heart and in My mind: and
I will build him a sure house; and he shall walk
before Mine anointed for ever.

These verses reveal that Eli was reproved for
his carelessness in not commanding his household
after God. He was even forewarned of the inevi-
table results of his laxness; that his household,
his entire posterity, would die in the f lower
of age if he thus continued on. But Eli diqd
nothing about it, and therefore suffered the re-
sults which he had been warned about.

Are not these things written for our learning,
for our ensamples? Why, then, are more homes
wrecked today as a result of bad home training,or
no training,than were wrecked in the days of Eli?
And, strange as it seems, this catastrophe occurs
more often than not in homes where the parents
are so very particular that their children not
enter a public school but obtain their entire
education in the church school. Indeed, the fault
‘does not lie with the church school itself, but
in the fact that the parents expect the parochial
school to assume the responsibilities of parent—
hood—to do that which the parents themselves
fail to do. And let me tell you that be it the
church school or the public school, neither one
can take the place of the home school.

Besides, since the church schools are largely
a family affair, to a great extent ordered by
the parents themselves, these schools already
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have proved a miserable failure! If you doubt
this alarming statement, them poll your church
membership, and to your surprise you will find
that the majority of them are the product of the
public school, and that the majority of the church
school graduates ‘are out in the world! After
hearing these remarks, a sister polled her church
and found that 70% were educated in the publiec
school; 274 in both public and church school;
and 3% in the church school only!

. This is not all: "You will find that the
church members who are half converted, or not
canverted, are usually, if not altogether, the
product of the church school. Still further,
you will find that the greatest champions against
timely Truth, against "meat in due season," and
the promulgators of abominations in the churech,
are generally the product of the church school!

My experience for years in the gospel work
has proved to me that what I am saying is true.
Do not misunderstand me; I am not accusing any—
one. T am only trying to help each of you for
your own good to awake to the situation, and to
take heed to the Word of God. ‘Socm the authori—
ties may begin to jail the parents, too, upon
‘the arrest and misdemeanor of the childremn, if
the homes continue to carry on as they mow do.

A noted writer and authority on social rela—
tions and problems, Leon J. Saul, has this to say
in ‘his book entitled, Emotional Maturity: ™There
are no problem children, only problem parents
and problem environments."

And if T now become your enemy because I tell
you ‘the truth, then will you not yourself con—
firm these things?’
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God’s System of Education

We have now seen the results both of good
home schools and of bad home schools, but we
shall be most helped by looking into the system
of education which Inspiration recommends, and
by making it our system for teaching the young.
It is this: .

Exod. 12:22-27—And ye shall take a bunch of hys-
sop, and dip it in the blood that is in the ba-
son, and strike the lintel and the two side posts
with the blood that is in the bason; and none of
you shall go out at the door of his house until
the morning. For the Lord will pass through to
smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood
upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the
Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer
the destroyer to come in unto your houses to
smite you. And ye shall observe this thing for
an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.
And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to
the land which the Lord will give you, according
as He hath promised, that ye shall keep this ser-
vice. And tt shall come to pass, when your chil-
dren shall say unto you, What mean ye by this
service? That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice
of the Lord’s Passover, Who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when
He smote the Egyptians, and de livered our houses.
And the people bowed the head and worshipped.

Josh. 4:5—7—And Joshua said unto them, Pass
over before the Ark of the Lord your God into the
midst of Jordan, and take you up every man of
you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the
number of the tribes of the children of Israel:
that this may be a sign among you, that when
your children ask their fathers in time to come,
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-saying, What mean ye by these stones? Then ye

shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan
were cut off before the Ark of the Covenant of

. the Lord; when it passed over Jordan, the waters
- of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be
“for a memoriael unto the children of Israel for
ever. o : :

. .. God, we see, sets memorials for the important
things of life so as to prcvoke inquiries. Par—
ents should do likewise to create interest in the
things they want their children to be instructed
in.

Deut. 6:4—9—5&1':,. 0 Israel: 'Ihe Lord our God is

one-Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy might. And these words, which I
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:

.and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy

children, and shalt talk of them when thou sit-

- test in thine house, and when thou walkest by

the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou

‘risest -up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign

upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them

upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

The important things. of life should ever be
held before the children,and always in an inter—
esting way,—never in a way to make them tired
of religion, and never in a way that will cause
the study to become a drudgdery.

A Bad Tree Cannot Give Good Fruit

Both parents and children should ever re—
member that God is counting on them, and that

-they themselves can either build or restrict
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their futures. This we see most notably in the
following:

Because the work of Jesus was of tremendous
importance and of ¢great consequence, God was
exceedingly particular about the parentage of
Jesus. For this reason he chose the lineage of
Abraham (a good tree), of Isaac, Jacob, Judas,
Jesse, David, and down through the line of lin-
eage to Joseph, who became the husband of Mary.
Even though Joseph was to be but a foster father
to Jesus, God was particular in chosing him.

And as careful as God was about who the
foster father of Jesus should be, He was even
more particular in the selection of a mother for
Jesus., Thus God chose the Saviour's mother from
the line of Joseph, the son of Jacob.

How do I know what was the parental lineage
of Jesus?—Well, His foster father's lineage I
know from the chronology which Saint Matthew
gives. And His mother's lineage I lknow from
Moses' prophecy of which I shall now read:
"Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful
bough by a well; whose branches run over the
wall: the arcners have sorely grieved him, and
shot at him, and hated him: but his bow abode
in strength, and the arms of his hands were made
strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob;
(from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Is-
rael}." Gen. 49:23-24.

Not only was Jesus' parental lineage care-
fully selected, but so also has been selected
the lineage of every one of God's men who were
entrusted with weighty responsibilities. Why,
I ask you, would such precautions be taken if
the parents do not bear the most important part
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in the life of the children?

It must now be remembered, then, that though
the child obtains his properly rounded education
in three schools—the home, the church school,
and the public school, his most important school
is the home;, for the child is largely what the

" home makes him.

The Results

"And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt
hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord
thy God, to observe and to do all Fis com—
mendments which I command thee this day, that
the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all
nations of the earth: and all these blessings
shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou
shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy
God.

"Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and
blessed shalt thou be in the field. Blessed
shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of
thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the in-
crease of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.
Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out."——
Deut. 28:1-€.

It would do your soul good if you read at
home about the parents' duty as set forth in
Counsels to Teachers, pp. 158, 159; Testimonies
for the Church, vol. 3, pp. 143, 144; and the
children's duty in Exodus 20:12; 2 Cor. 6:14-18;
1 Cor. 6:1520.
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FOR THE NEEDY ABROAD

Many calls from overseas are made to us
for clothing, but we are not able to keep up with
the constant demand. And so if you have any
spare clothing in good condition that you would
like put to use in a worthwhile cause, then se_nd
your contribution to the Universal Publishing
Assn., Mt. Carmel Center, Waco, Texas.
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A CALL FOR SISTER WHITE’S WRITINGS
AND BIBLES

Urgent requests are received from foreign countries
for copies of Testimonies for the Church, Early Writ-
ings, and other of Sister E. G. White’s writings and
Bibles. As we are anxious to fill all such requests of
brothers and sisters who are unable, either becanse of
remote location or because of lack of money, to obtain
Sister White’s books and Bibles, we should greatly
appreciate your sending us any extra copies which you
may have. (Send to: The Universal Publishing Assn.,
Waco, Texas.)
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